


TIME OF LIFE LEARNING SERIES 

JESUS 

TREVORSHANNON 
Director of Studies 

Forest School, London 

Twenty-Third Publications 
P.O. Box 180 
Mystic, CT 06355 
(203) 536-2611 

CONTENTS 
1.	 Who is Jesus? 1 

2.	 Palestine in the time ofJesus 5 

3.	 A visit to Jerusalem 9 

4.	 Did Jesus really exist? 12 

5.	 The work ofJesus 
what he did 16 

6.	 The work ofJesus 
what he said 19 

7.	 The suffering and death 
ofJesus 24 

8.	 What happened next? 29 

9.	 The impact ofJesus 32 

1. 

1. Who is Jesus? 

Here are some pictures of Jesus. They are from 
different parts of the world. Look at them and then 
write down which country you think each picture 
comes from. Check your answers against the list on 

'page 32. 
Why do artists from so many different countries 

want to makepictures or sculptures ofJesus? Perhaps 
it is because he has affected the course ofhistory more 
than ;:lny other individual. Perhaps it is because he is an 
inspiring and attractive person. Perhaps there are 
other reasons. 



Who is Jesus?
 
Jesus lived almost 2000 years ago and yet he is im


portant today for millions ofpeople. Some worship him
 
as God. Some respect him as a great teacher and a good
 
man. Films and television programmes about him at

tract millions of viewers.
 

When there is a film or a play about Jesus, the pro

ducer chooses an actor who he thinks looks something
 
like Jesus might have looked. So films are also portraits
 
ofJesus. All artists have tried to portray Jesus as they
 
thought he might have looked. They have tried to illus

trate the characteristics they thought Jesus had. The
 
Roman Emperor Justinian saw Jesus as a King greater
 
even than Justinian himself. Others have shown Jesus
 
as a man of compassion or a man whose face was
 
marked with suffering or sadness. African artists have
 
depicted Jesus as the saviour of Africa or as the ideal
 
African, and have therefore depicted Jesus as a black
 
man. In the same way Indian artists have depicted him
 
as an Indian.
 

No one knows for certain what Jesus looked like.
 
His earliest followers do not seem to have been in

terested in his appearance. There is no description of
 
Jesus in the Bible. But even without a biblical descrip

tion we might like to make some guesses based on what
 
we do know.
 

2. 

His appearance 
Jesus was a Jew from the Middle East. He was a 

member of what we call the Semitic races. He is 
therefore likely to have been dark-skinned, looking 
perhaps like a Palestinian Arab today. 

If he were of average height for a man of the time 
he would have been 5'6/1 or 5'7/1 tall. We know that 
men were generally smaller in those days, partly from 
the evidence of clothes and skeletons. Also, a mile was 
measured by the Roman army to be 1000 double paces. 
'Mile' actually means 'a thousand.' A modern man of 
average height would walk a mile in about 900 dou
ble paces, or, to put it more simply, in about 1800 
strides. 2 



3.
 

His job 
The gospels say that Jesus was known as 'the 

carpenter' (Mark 6:3) or 'the carpenter's son' 
(Matthew 13:55). An early Christian writer called 
Justin said that Jesus made ploughs and yokes, and the 
saying in Matthew 7:3 could well come from some
one's painful experience of sawdust in the eye. In 
Matthew 11:29 Jesus could be remembering with 
pride his skill in making a well-fitting and smooth 
yoke. Some scholars think that the word which is 
usually translated 'carpenter' could mean a builder or a 
stonemason. Whichever meaning is right, our under
standing ofJesus can be taken a little further. 

His ministry 
The ministry ofJesus - his travelling and preaching 

and healing -lasted for about three years. His life was 
very varied. Sometimes he went to parties with rich 
people (Mark 2:13-17, Luke 7:36). On one occasion, 
however, he suggested that he had no security, no 
home - 'foxes have holes, the birds of the air have 
nests; but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head' 
(Luke 9:58). The last week of his life was very hard. 
When he was taken to be crucified someone had to 
carry his cross because he was unable to do so himself 
(Mark 15:21). 

These hints from the Bible help us to gain some sort 
of picture ofJesus. But there is more. 

There are some very brief mentions of Jesus' 
appearance by a number ofearly writers. As you read 
these descriptions it is important to remember that all 
these writers were Christians who regarded Jesus as 
the Saviour of the world. 

1.	 Clement of Alexandria (AD 155-215) said that 
Jesus was 'ugly'. 

2.	 Origen of Alexandria (AD 185-254) quoted Isaiah 
53:2,3 to refer to Jesus. The verses say, 

4. 

3 
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5. 

He had no beauty, no majesty to draw our eyes, 
no grace to make us delight in him; 

his form, disfigured, lost all the likeness ofa man, 
tormented and humbled by suffering; 
we despised him, we held him of no account, 
a thing from which men turn away their eyes. 

3.	 Tertullian (AD 160-220) said that Jesus resembled 
'a wretched little boy'. 

Another description which may have come from 
the record ofJesus made when he was brought to trial, 
says that he was 3 cubits tall (about Sft 4in), crooked or 
stooping, long-faced with continuous eyebrows, with 
thin hair, looking older than his age and dark skinned. 
It does not sound very flattering. It is rather like a 
police description of a criminal. 

How could a man described in these ways also be 
pictured as a glorious king, the maker ofall things, the 
Pantocrator (ruler of all things)? 

Christians do not consider the physical appearance 
ofJesus to be at all important. They never have. The 

\	 picture of him as a glorious king or an ideal person of 
any race is not intended to show ~hat he looked like. 

6. 

It is a way in which Christians can say what they 
believe about Jesus. 

When someone applies for a job, perhaps as a 
schoolteacher, the head teacher does not only ask for a 
photograph. He wants a much better 'picture' than 
that. He will want to know where the teacher has 
worked and what he has done at certain periods of his 
life. Some things will not be important. It will 
probably not be ofmuch value to know exactly where 
he lived all his life or exactly what he was doing in 
every single year. Most valuable of all will be the 
'references' - letters written by people who know 
him, who have met him, talked to him, worked with 
him and been friendly with him, and who have been 
able to think about him and what it is that makes him 
the person he is. These references are the really 
valuable aids in deciding what a person is like. 

This is precisely the sort ofevidence we have about 
Jesus: No photograph, but a great many references 
written mainly by people who liked him and admired 
him. It will be part of our task to look at these 
references, and at other evidence, and so find out what 
people said and sayabout this man Jesus. D 4 



Check your 1. What was Jesus' race and nation? 
reading 

2.	 What was Jesus' job before he became a travelling preacher? 

3.	 What was the average height of a man in the time of Jesus? How do we 
know? 

4.	 What do we mean by the 'ministry' of Jesus? 

Use your 5. Write a few sentences about what a carpenter's hands might look like. 
imagination 

6.	 Imagine you want to persuade your parents to invite your friend to go on 
holiday with you. 

a) Write a physical description of your friend. 
b) Write the things about your friend which you think will persuade your 

parents to let him or her go with you. 
c) Which description was the more difficult to write? 
d) Which description tells the outsider most about your friend? 

Find out 7. Read Matthew 8:20. What does this suggest about Jesus' physical strength? 
for yourself 

8.	 Look at a stained-glass window which has a picture of Jesus. Try to draw and 
colour a picture in the same style. 

9.	 Look up the meaning of the word Semitic. 

10. What is a yoke? 

11. What is the meaning of AD? Find out what BC and CE mean. 

12. Find out where Alexandria was. 

2. Palestine in the time of Jesus
 

The Romans and other rulers 
Palestine was an occupied country. Its capital, 

Jerusalem, had been conquered by the Romans under 
Pompey in 63 Be. In general the Romans were careful 
in their treatment of the Jews. They knew how •
important religion was to the Jews and that Judaism 
did not allow the making of 'graven images'. The 
Romans sometimes pictured their Emperors. as gods 
or gods to be. The standards carried by the legions 
were decorated with pictures ofthe Emperor as a god. •To have taken these 'images' into Jerusalem would 
have been most offensive to the Jews. When it
 
happened in AD 66 it led to a war. Before that the D. DIVVS IULUS means 'Julius who will become a god'.
 5 



Palestine in the time of Jesus
 
standards were not taken intoJerusalem and so the risk 
of rebellion was avoided. 

The Romans also tried to keep the Jews content by 
appointing a king who was half Jewish. This king 
became known as Herod the Great. He was king when 
Jesus was born, and is the Herod mentioned in the 
story of the Wise Men. Herod was a clever ruler and 
gained a lot of power. When he died in 4 Be the 
Romans did not want the next ruler to be as powerful. 
They therefore divided Palestine into different areas. 
Judaea, with the capital Jerusalem, was always likely 
to be the trouble spot and a rallying point for 
revolutionaries. It was therefore put directly under the 
control of a Procurator. He was a Roman official and 
had his headquarters at Caesarea on the coast. At 
festival times he moved to Jerusalem with some 
soldiers in case of trouble. Pontius Pilate was the 
Procurator of Judaea from AD 26-36. He was in 
Jerusalem when Jesus was arrested because it was the 
time of the Passover festival. That is why Jesus was 
tried by Pilate and why he died by the Roman method 
of execution for criminals - crucifixion. 

The sons of Herod the Great were each given an 
area to govern. The one who is mentioned in the 
gospels is Herod antipas. Jesus called him 'that fox'. 
The territory which Antipas governed was in two 
pieces, making it difficult for him to gain any real 
power. One of these territories was Peraea and the 
other Galilee, whereJesus did most ofhis teaching and 
healing. Philip, the brother of Antipas, ruled Ituraea. 

SIDON. 

~ 
~ / .... --- ........
 

/ .... -..... 

/"':CAESAREA ' ...... 
TYRE. 8'~ 

PHILIPPI 

f r_ f 
....,J 

JUDAEA 

I /o I 

~" ~ ~-&.PERNAUM. 
/ GENNESAREli 

,DALMANUTHAe 

/ 
/-<'..._,......... lJAZARETH 
I \J 

/ 
1 

......... \ , 

.... /- ..... ,-
eARIMATHAEA 

IDUMAEA 

'\ 
I 

/' 
/ 

--",.....

',""----/ 

-, ITURAEA 
!' .BETHSAIDA 

fA COUNTRY 
OF OF THE 

GALILEE Ai' ?E!~~N~~_-'l 
~ 

I ' .............. I ....__
 

~........... ~ \ ..._....-.....
 
\,. \ 
() \ 

'\ ~ \ 
-:» -_-, ~ I 
~ \ -v I 
« \ 0 i 
°1 \ t"'" I 
'"")1 \ ..... :

,--""'Q:J -a: (J) " 
t.IJ, \ : 

'" "' ; I 
:0 : / 
~ )-------/
m, 

I 

~I
/

J 
( 
\ 

I /
/ ./ 

\ /
,j

'-, Miles'-,
<-, L 2,0 

K,lometres 

~o 

D. The Roman theatre at Caesarea. 

The area on the map called Decapolis consisted of 
ten independent cities. The word Decapolis simply 
means 'ten cities'. Some Jews lived in the area but the 
population was mainly Gentile. 

When reading the gospels it is important to 
remember that everything which happened took place 
in an occupied country. You have probably seen films 
or television programmes about countries like France 
or Belgium during the Second World War. There 
were soldiers in the streets. Harsh punishments were 
given to those who did not keep the rules. Arrests 
were made. It was like that in Palestine in the time of 
Jesus. The Roman soldiers could compel people to 
carry equipment for them and sometimes savage 
punishments were imposed. One example of this was 
when the Jews refused to allow Pilate to use money 
from the temple treasury to build an aqueduct to bring 
water to his soldiers. Pilate had soldiers in civilian 
clothing mingle with the crowds and then they drew 
their clubs and scattered the crowd. This incident is 
mentioned in Luke 13:1. 

Most Jews hated the Romans and wanted them to 
leave their country. Some actively fought them. Some 
made adjustments and managed to get on with them. 
Some actually worked with them and for them. 6 



The Jew5 
THE ZEALOTS 

Think again of films about occupied countries. It 
seems that whenever a country is occupied there will 
always be men and women (and children) who are so 
loyal to their nation that they will take great risks to 
fight on even after their country has been defeated. We 
call these people 'resistance fighters' or the 'under
ground movement'. There was such a movement in 
Palestine when the Romans were in control. The 
resistance fighters were called Zealots. 

The movement had been started in Galilee by a man 
called Judas in AD 6. (Do not confuse this Judas of 
Galilee with any ofJesus' disciples.) The movement 
was always strong in Galilee whereJesus spent most of 
his life. One ofJesus' followers was known as Simon 
the Zealot, but it seems unlikely that Jesus had much 
connection with the movement though some people 
believe that he had. 

The Zealots were dedicated to getting rid of the 
Romans even if they had to die to achieve it. The 
question put to Jesus, 'Is it lawful to pay taxes to 
Caesar, or not?' (Mark 12:13-17), was one often put to 
Zealots. Many were crucified because they answered, 

'No, Jews are not permitted to pay taxes to Caesar.' 
It is important to realise that in Palestine at the time 

ofJesus religion and politics could not be separated. 
Zealots were devoted to Judaism, and for them, the 
presence ofRoman soldiers in the land which God had 
given to Abraham and his descendants, made it 
impossible for them to practise their religion 
properly. The presence of Romans in the holy city, 
giving orders that affected the worship of the temple, 
was even worse. ~!
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THE PRIESTS 
In many ways the temple in Jerusalem was the 

visible symbol of the Jewish religion. It was the third 
temple to be built in Jerusalem. Solomon had built the 
first in about 1000 HC. It was destroyed by the 
Babylonians in 586 BC when many of the people of 
Judah were taken captive to Babylon. When they were 
allowed to return in 44 BC the temple was rebuilt. 
Eventually it fell into a poor state of repair and Herod 
the Great was responsible for the building of the new 
temple which was started in 20 BC. 

It was a magnificent building. OneJewish historian 
said that it was covered all over with gold. Other 
writers say that Herod intended to cover it with gold. 
It is probably true to say that it was a most beautiful 
building with examples of fine craftsmanship by 
stonemasons, carpenters and craftsmen in gold, silver 
and bronze. 

The temple was constructed so that anyone could 
enter the great Outer Court, usually called the Court 
of the Gentiles. Beyond that court was the Court of 
the Women which was as far as Jewish women were 
allowed to go. Further in was the Court of Israel 
which only male Jews could enter. Then came the 
temple building itself which consisted of the Holy 
Place and the Holy ofHolies. No one entered the Holy 
of Holies except the High Priest on the Day ofAtone
ment. In the time ofJesus the Holy of Holies was an 
empty room - a symbol of the infinite yet invisible 
God. Outside the temple building was the altar on 
which sacrifices were offered daily. 

The High Priest was the most important religious 
official in Judaism. Next in importance were the Chief 
Priests. Then came the ordinary priests and finally the 
Levites. The Levites did a variety ofjobs in the temple: 
some were singers or musicians, some were temple 
police. All were assistants to the priests and were not 
allowed to go into the temple building. For anyone 
other than a priest to enter the temple building meant 
death. 

Many of the higher ranks of priests claimed to be 
descendants of Zadok who was High Priest in
 

, Solomon's temple. It is likely that the opponents of
 
Jesus, the Sadducees, took their name from Zadok
 
(Zadokees equals Sadducees). The Sadducees had
 
adjusted theii way of life and even their practice of
 
religion to fit in with Roman rule. They were
 
prosperous and influential and they did not want
 
change. They did not like Jesus because he seemed to
 
be a trouble-maker and a threat to their way oflife. 7 



Palestine in the time of Jesus 
THE PHARISEES, LAWYERS, SCRIBES AND 
ELDERS 

The New Testament mentions Pharisees as being 
opponents ofJesus and it seems certain that he often 
argued with them. But they also argued among them
selves about how the Torah should be interpreted. It 
seems likely that Jesus had much more in common 
with the Pharisees than the New Testament seems to 
suggest. 

The Pharisees believed that death was not the end 
for human beings; that God would raise the good 
when time came to an end. This was a new hope in 
Judaism and it was not shared by the Sadducees. The 
question put by Sadducees to Jesus in Mark 12:18-27 
was probably also used to attack the Pharisees. It was 
an attempt to make belief in resurrection appear 
absurd. The message ofthe earliest Christians was that 
God had raised Jesus from the dead. The Pharisees 
already accepted the possibility and so it is not 
surprising that many Pharisees became Christians. 
The most famous Pharisee to become a Christian was 
Saul of Tarsus who is better known as Paul. 

The harsh things said by Jesus about Pharisees 
(Matthew 23) may well have been said as he criticised 
those whose lives did not match up to their teaching. 
But much of the attitude to Pharisees which is found 
in the New Testament is probably there because the 
books were being written while the fierce struggle 
was taking place as Christianity broke away from 
Judaism. There was also a conflict among Christians 
about how much ofthe Jewish Law Gentile Christians 
should have to accept. These arguments affect the way 
the Pharisees are presented in the New Testament. In 
fact the teaching ofJesus and that of the Pharisees was 
similar in many ways. 

The Pharisees were a group within a much larger 
body of skilled teachers, the Lawyers and Scribes. 
These men were experts in interpreting the Torah. For 
all Jews the Torah was and is the most important part 
of their religion. The sacred books ofJudaism (what 
Christians call the Old Testament) are written on 
three scrolls. The Torah Scroll contains the five books 
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f:::. Excavations at the West Wall of Herod's Temple. 

of Moses - Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers and 
Deuteronomy. The other two scrolls contain the 
Prophets and the Writings. 

Teaching people the Law and explaining its mean
ing was the work of the Lawyers and Scribes. They 
were addressed as 'Rabbi' which means 'my teacher' 
and they were highly regarded because their work was 
concerned with that most holy thing, the Torah. 

On' several occasions in the gospels Jesus was 
addressed as Rabbi, though it seems unlikely that he 
was a properly trained teacher (Mark 5:35, John 1:38, 
3:2). 

The highest authority in Judaism was the supreme 
court called the Sanhedrin. It had seventy members, 
some ofwhom were Scribes and some Sadducees. The 
New Testament usually refers to members of the 
Sanhedrin as the elders. 

THE PEOPLE 
The ordinary people ofPalestine in the time ofJesus 

were like people everywhere. They had families, they 
worked in shops, in the fields, in trades and in pro
fessions. Some were rich, most were not, and some 
were very poor. It is important to remember that there 
was no health service to look after unfortunate people. 
The sick had to depend on their family and friends to 
look after them and support them. If they had no 
family, if they were widows or orphans, they were, in 
very difficult circumstances and often they had to beg 
to stay alive. 0 



Check your 1. Where was the headquarters of the Roman Procurator of Judaea? 
reading 

2.	 Why was Pontius Pilate in Jerusalem when Jesus was arrested? 

3.	 Which books of the Old Testament are contained in the Torah Scroll? 

4.	 What does 'Rabbi' mean? 

5.	 What was Paul called before he became a Christian? 

Use your 6. Imagine you lived in Galilee and were taken to Jerusalem for a festival. Write 
imagination a letter to a friend describing the city, especially the temple. Tell your friend 

what you think about it. 

7.	 Imagine you lived in Jerusalem in the time of Jesus. Describe the arrival of 
Pontius Pilate and his soldiers from Caesarea. What would Pilate look like? 
How would he travel? Describe the soldiers. Say what the people of Jerusalem 
think about it. 

Find out 8. Which of the Ten Commandments forbids the making and worshipping of 
for yourself graven images? Look in Exodus 20. 

9.	 Do you know of an example of a man being made to carry something by the 
Romans? If not, look in Matthew 27:32. 

10.	 Herod Antipas was a Tetrarch. Find out what Tetrarch means. 

11.	 Look up the story in Mark 12:13-17. Why would Roman coins horrify a 
Zealot? 

12.	 How long had it taken to build Herod's temple? Find the answer in John 2:20. 
(The building was not completed until AD 64 and it was destroyed by the 
Romans in AD 701) 

13.	 Copy the plan of the temple and label it. 

14.	 Look up the following passages and write down what it is that makes the 
people unfortunate, e.g. Acts 3:2 - the man was crippled and had to beg to 
live. 
Now look up: Matthew 20:29,30 

Mark 7:32, Mark 12:41-44 
Luke 17:12 
John 5:3,(4),5. (Verse 4 does not appear iF') some ancient 

manuscripts.) 

15.	 This is the most important verse in the Torah, 

:'r;:tN I ~~ ~)~~~ ~.."" ,,~~ ~'lV 
It says, 'Hear, 0 lsrael, the Lord our God, the Lord is One: 
Copy out the Hebrew, remembering to write from right to left. 

3. A visit 
to Jerusalem 

There is a story in Luke's gospel about Jesus being 
taken to Jerusalem by his parents when he was 12 
years old. They went to celebrate the Passover 
-Festival. 

On	 his visit to Jerusalem as an inquisitive 12-year 
old, Jesus would see and learn many things about his 
people and his religion. A short play follows which 
might be read in class. It is purely imaginary but it 
might help you understand some of the things 
mentioned in the last chapter. 9 



A visit to Jerusalem 
Rachel:A Passover to remember David:	 No, Dad. We won't. 

The play is set in the first century - the time ofJesus. 

Characters: 
(Scene 2. In Jerusalem: the Outer Court of the 

The family -Samuel (father), a carpenter temple.	 The family are sightseeing with 
Miriam (mother) their friends.)
David (son) aged 12
 
Rachel (daughter) aged 10
 

David:	 Just look at the temple. It's fantastic. Look atBen (Samuel's workmate) 
the size of the stones.Sarah (Ben's wife) 

Rachel:	 Isn't it beautiful? Look at the sun reflectingThe Rabbi 
on the gold. 

(Scene 1. At the home of Samuel and Miriam. Samuel: There's some of Ben's work in that. Before 
Samuel has just arrived home from work.) he came to our fum he worked in the temple 

as a carpenter for two years. There's not 
Samuel: We finished the plough and the yoke for Saul much he doesn't know about it. Isn't that 

today. We shouldn't have managed it in time right, Ben? 
if we hadn't taken on an extra man. Ben is a Ben: Well, I wouldn't say that I know everything 
first class worker: he made a lovely job of about it, but you can't work here for a couple 
that yoke. of years and not pick up some information. 

Miriam: Yes, he seems a very nice young man. Rachel: Is it more beautiful than Solomon's temple, 
Uncle Ben? \Samuel:	 Mind you, he'll struggle with the next job. 

The timber we got yesterday is pretty poor Ben: I don't know about more beautiful. It's 
stuff. You know, these merchants don't let it certainly a lot bigger. And it is very 
season properly. Anything for a quick profit. beautiful. You know, King Herod wanted to 

Miriam: But we're doing all right dear. You earn make it the most beautiful building in the 
enough. We're very comfortable. world. He spared no expense. All the best 

Samuel: Yes, of course we are. And because we are, materials were used, and all the best crafts
I've got news of a special treat for us all. We men were employed - masons, carpenters, 
are going to Jerusalem for Passover. workers in precious stones. All experts. 

David: Great. I'll see the temple and the Roman David: Were you one of the experts? 
castle. Ben: I'm not bad at my job, David. But don't for

Rachel: I suppose you'll show offbecause you can go get, Herod started the building in my father's 
into the Court ofIsrael and I can't. time: almost thirty years ago. A great place 

Miriam: Stop it, you two. It will be a lovely break. like this takes a long time to build. It's not 
You're quite sure we can manage it, Samuel? finished yet. Old Herod didn't live to see 

Samuel:	 Absolutely sure. It's all worked out. Ben and much of it. 
his wife are coming too. Sarah isn't expect Rachel: (pointing) Look, there's a priest going into 
ing her baby until June, so the journey won't the temple. I suppose he's going to work - if 
be too much for her. We'll shut up shop for you can call it work.
 
two weeks. We can travel down in three Miriam: Don't be rude, Rachel. You don't speak
 
days, have a full week in Jerusalem and then about priests like that.
 
travel back, taking our time. Rachel: Well, Dad does sometimes.
 

David: Don't you always travel up to Jerusalem, Samuel: Maybe I do. But they do work, and very 
Dad? You said, 'down'. important work it is too. They are what the 

temple is all about.Samuel: Well, at least you seem to have learned some

David: What do you mean, Dad?
thing from the Rabbi. Let's see how clever 
Samuel: This whole place - the courts, the shops, theyou are. Do you know why it's right to go to 

animals, the crowds, the guards - everythingJerusalem for Passover? 
- everything is here so that the priests can Rachel: I know.
 
offer sacrifices.
 David: So do I. I'll tell him. 

Rachel: But do they need all this just to offerSamuel: No, David, let your sister do it this time.
 
sacrifices?
Rachel: It's because it says so in Exodus. And King 

Samuel: I don't suppose it's vital, or that God wouldJosiah made everyone worship in Jerusalem 
not accept the offerings without them. But itinstead of other places where false gods had 
makes it possible for things to be donebeen worshipped.
 
properly.
Samuel:	 Very good. And this year we can do it 

properly: this year in Jerusalem. David: But I don't think ... 
Now I want to talk to your mother about Samuel: You just be quiet for a minute and listen. 
some of the details. Off you go, you two  Here in the Outer Court where everybody, 
and don't argue all the time. even Gentiles, can come, there are stalls and 10 



David: 

Ben: 

Samuel: 

Rachel: 
Samuel: 

Ben: 
Sarah: 

Samuel: 

David: 
Samuel: 

Rachel: 
Samuel: 

David: 

Ben: 

Samuel: 

Ben: 

David: 

shops. The reason is simple. We've come all 
the way from the north. We shall need a lamb 
for Passover - 'a lamb without blemish' as 
Scripture says. Well, I wasn't going to carry 
one all the way from Bethsaida. I can buy a 
lamb here and I know that it will be without 
blemish, perfect, fit to offer to God. 
What about the other shops, where they 
change the money? 
I can explain that. When I worked here I got 
to know one or two of the money-changers. 
They are just like carpenters - some good, 
some bad, most average. They are here 
because the temple will only accept the 
traditional coins that have been used here for 
centuries. The money we brought with us is 
not acceptable. So we have to change it. And 
so there are money-changers. 
Look over there. There's a priest going on 
duty. They have turns on duty and it's a 
lucky man who is chosen to offer sacrifice. 
Some priests are never chosen in the whole of 
their life. 
What sort of sacrifices are there? 
Well, there are animals of course -lambs and 
doves mainly. But the commonest are wine 
and grain, I think. What else, Ben? 
There's incense and oil. I think that's all. 
Is there any chance that we shall see the High 
Priest while we are here? 
I doubt it. He's an important and very busy 
man. He spends his time in meetings, talking 
to politicians and generals. 
But he is a real priest isn't he? 
Oh yes. He is the only one who can perform 
certain rituals. I should say the most im
portant thing he does in the whole year is to 
go into the Holy of Holies on the Day of 
Atonement. 
He prays for us then, doesn't he? 
Yes, prays for us and asks God to forgive us 
at the beginning of the new year. 
I wonder what it's like to be in the Holy of 
Holies. The Rabbi says it's an empty room 
standing for the presence and holiness of 
God. 
He's a clever man, your Rabbi, and what he 
says is true. When I worked here I saw plans 
and realised that the whole temple is built as 
ifit is to protect God's holiness. Anyone can 
come into this court. But then each court is 
more exclusive - only Jews, then only male 
Jews, then only priests - then the Holy of
 
Holies, only the High Priest - and, ofcourse,
 
God.
 
The temple building itself is quite small isn't
 
it?
 
Yes. There are two parts, the Holy Place and
 
then the Holy of Holies. They are separated
 
by a beautiful curtain.
 
The altar for sacrifice is outside the temple
 
building isn't it?
 

Sarah:	 I'm sure It IS, but it's time we went for a 
meal. I'm worn out listening to you men 
talking. 

Rachel: I was talking too. 
Miriam: Yes, I noticed that. There are very few 

occasions when that wouldn't be true. 
Samuel:	 All right then, let's go and eat. We can come 

back tomorrow and do some more exploring 
and you two can teach us a bit more about 
our religion. 

David:	 Sarcasm is the lowest form of wit. 
Rachel:	 Says the Rabbi. 

(Scene 3. The next day. By the city gate.) 

Miriam:	 We said we'd meet here. I'm tired with all 
that shopping. There are some lovely things, 
but it's so expensive. 

Sarah:	 Where did the men go? 
Miriam:	 Oh, back to the temple. David wants to 

know everything about it, and his father 
hopes that he might become a Rabbi and so 
he encourages him. 

Sarah:	 Ben loves it because he worked on it. He feels 
it's a part of him. 

Miriam: They're coming now. Not too bad for time. 
Sarah: There's somebody with them: a very hand

some man. Who is it? 
Miriam:	 That's David's Rabbi. I didn't know he was 

in Jerusalem. We couldn't have arranged 
things better for David if we had got Moses 
himself to be here. 

(Enter Samuel, Ben, David and Rabbi Jonathan) 
David:	 Hello, Mum. Look who we've found. 
Miriam:	 Hello, Rabbi. We didn't expect to see you 

here. 
Rabbi: . Good morning, Miriam. I didn't think I 

should be here myself But things have 
worked out well. 

Samuel:	 Or God has been kind. 
Rabbi:	 Yes, that's true. 
Ben: Let's sit down, have a drop of wine and rest 

for a while. 
Sarah: Good idea. Miriam and I are worn out. 
Ben: Oh, I'm sorry, love. You mustn't get too 

tired. 
(They all sit) 
Samuel:	 Will you say a blessing over the wine, Rabbi? 
Rabbi: Certainly. 'Blessed art thou, 0 Lord our 

God, king of the world, who has created the 
fruit of the vine.' 

David: Isn't it great to be in Jerusalem for Passover, 
Rabbi? 

Rabbi: It certainly is David. But for me it's spoiled 
by them. 

Rachel: Who do you mean? 
Rabbi: I can't shout about it, and I can't point. I 

mean the Romans. They defile the holy city 
with their divine Caesar and their images. 

David:	 But the Sadducees don't seem to mind. 
Rabbi:	 Well that's where the priests and I part 

company. 
David:	 What do you mean? 11 



A visit to Jerusalem
 
Rabbi: 

Samuel: 

Rabbi: 

David: 

Ben: 

Rabbi: 

Samuel: 
Rabbi: 

Ben: 

Rabbi: 

David: 

Rabbi: 

The Sadducees are politicians as well as 
priests and they have managed to convince 
themselves that they can get on with the 
Romans and still be good Jews. I don't think 
they can. 
What can you do about it? What can anyone 
do about it? 
I can teach the Law and try to prepare people 
for the overthrow of the Romans. Sooner or 
later God will do something. He did it 
before. 
Do you mean that there will be another 
Moses? 
Do you believe that the Messiah will drive 
out the Romans and be a great King like 
David? 
I'm a Pharisee not a Zealot. I think the 
Zealots place too much confidence in arms 
and armies. They are good, brave men 
patriots all of them, but I'll wait for God's 
way - whatever it is. 
When will all this happen, Rabbi? 
I don't know. Nobody knows but God. All 
we can do, is be ready all the time. When the 
Messiah comes we must be prepared. It'll be 
no use saying, 'Oh, we're not quite ready.' 
We've got to be like guards on duty - ready 
and watching all the time. 
Do you think the nation is ready for the 
Messiah? 
Perhaps not. But if the crisis comes, you can 
never quite tell how people will respond. 
Anyway, what we Rabbis try to do, week in, 
week out, in synagogues up and down the 
country, is to make people ready by teaching 
the Law. 
I suppose ifeveryone knew Torah, everyone 
would be ready. 
It would be wonderful, David, if everyone 
did know the Law, but it's not really as 
simple as that. It's not just a matter ofwhat it 
says: it's a matter of what it means. That's 
why the great Rabbis, like Hillel and 
Shammai (as well as unknown ones like me) 
try to understand it and explain it to people. 

Samuel: 

Rabbi: 

Ben: 

Rabbi: 

Samuel: 
Rabbi: 

Ben: 

Rabbi: 

Samuel: 

Miriam: 

Rabbi: 

David: 
Samuel: 

But when Hillel says one thing and Shammai 
another, it's very difficult for people like me 
to know what to believe. 
God's truth is never simple, and men must 
look for it honestly. The great Rabbis seek 
the truth - but they know they might be 
wrong and are ready to change their teaching 
if new truth is found. 
I reckon one thing is true or certain and that is 
that God won't let the Romans rule us for 
ever. 
No earthly empire lasts for ever, so as you 
say, Ben, that's certain. But when God will 
act nobody knows. All we can do is prepare 
ourselves. 
And how do we do that? 
'Love God and love your neighbour', would 
be a fair summary ofthe Law. It's because we 
Pharisees believe that, that we have taken 
away some of the harshness of the Law. We 
have tried to bring more justice and mercy 
into the courts - and we haven't managed it 
without overcoming a lot of opposition. 
But that means that you have changed the 
Law. How can you do that? Surely God gave 
it and there it stands whether we like it or 
not? 
That's true, but we believe that God gave us 
the Law to help us and make life good for us
not to make life hard or difficult or un
pleasant. 
That's a better sermon than many that I've 
heard in synagogue, Rabbi. 
Excuse me interrupting, but after a sermon 
in synagogue we usually go home for a meal, 
and I think that's what we ought to do now. 
That's most sensible, and a very good idea, 
Miriam. Thank you for stopping me. Once I 
start talking I'm a difficult man to stop - it's 
an occupational disease with Rabbis, you 
know. 
What does he mean by that, father? 
It was a joke, David, though everything he 
said before was very serious indeed. 0 

4. Did Jesusreally 
exist? 

Which of these people existed? Write down the names 
and put Yes, No or Not sure against each one. 

1. Napoleon 5. Robin Hood 
2. James Bond 6. Oliver Twist 
3. Julius Caesar 7. Winston Churchill 

. 4. Santa Claus 

You should have a defmite Yes against 1, 3 and 7. 
There should be a definite No against 2 and 6. 
Numbers 4 and 5 are more difficult. Santa Claus, or 12 



Did he really exist? 
What evidence is there? 
We could say that the existence of Christianity is 

evidence for the existence of Jesus. Christianity 
certainly exists and something must have caused it. 
Christians say that it was the life and person ofJesus. 

Other evidence comes from what has been written. 
We know quite a lot about Julius Caesar from what he 
wrote and from what other people wrote about him. 
In the case of Jesus it seems that he did not write 
anything. Perhaps he could not write. But a great deal 
has been written about him. The things written about 
him fall into two groups - those written by non
Christians and those written by Christians. We shall 
look at them in turn. 

WRITINGS BY NON-CHRISTIANS 
In these writings the author is sometimes not much 

interested in Jesus, and only mentions him in passing. 
There are some authors who actually dislike and dis
trust Christians, but they mention Jesus as a historical 
figure. This is very good evidence for the existence of 
Jesus, and there is quite a lot of it. 

1. Josephus lived from AD 38 to after 100. He was a 
Jewish soldier and fought against the Romans. He was 
taken prisoner and became a friend of the Emperor 

.Vesoasian.,__He settled in Rome and wrote about6. Winston Churchill. 
By permission of BBC Hulton Picture LibrarYCJ~wfSl1hi;tor)[1n his Antiquities of the Jews he wrote 

a out--aHIghPriest called Ananus who 'assembled the 
Sanhedrin and brought before them James, the 
brother of Jesus who was called Christ, and some 

Saint Nicholas, lived in Turkey at the end of the third others. ' 

century. But many stories have been connected with The importanceof this is that Josephus is interested 
him to produce the Santa Claus or Father Christmas in Ananus. He only mentions Jesus in passing. He 
that we know - with red coat, black boots, white never doubts that Jesus existed. This is good evidence 
beard and reindeer. We know that Santa Claus is not that he did. 
real in the way that our parents, friends and ourselves 2. Suetonius was private secretary to Hadrian, the 
are real. It's much the same with Robin Hood. The Emperor who built the wall across England.
original Robin seems to have been a successful rebel Suetonius lived from AD 75-140 and he wrote Lives of 
against King John in about 1200, but many stories the Caesars and other books. In his Life ofClaudius he 
have grown up around him and he has become a folk says that the Emperor expelled theJews from Rome in 
hero rather than a real person. AD 49. 'Since theJews constantly made disturbances at 

It is important to know that stories do grow up the instigation of Chrestus, he expelled them from 
around remarkable people so that it often becomes Rome.' This incident refers to an outbreak of the 
impossible to separate fact from legend. Winston quarrels that went on between Christians andJews. As 
Churchill died in 1965. Even before his death stories many early Christians were Jews the conflict would 
were being told about him which were exaggerated or look like a Jewish quarrel. Notice too that Suetonius 
simply made up. We cannot be sure that he said ofMr does not even get the title right. He says Chrestus 
Atlee, his political opponent, 'He is a modest man, instead of Christus. This is perhaps because he is not 
with a great deal to be modest about.' It is a good story really interested in Jesus, but in the Emperor. He 
and it fits the character of Churchill. reports the Emperor's action as being historical, and 

We now see two problems which we meet when we he does not question that the man who caused it was 
start looking at people from the past. They are, rea 

1. Did he really exist? Tacitus as another Roman historian who lived 
I$l,lW-at::ruUt AD 58-116. In his book Annals he speaks of2. Are the things said about him true? 

We must now ask these questions about Jesus. the burning of Rome in AD 64 and the way in which 13 



Did Jesus really exist?
 
the Emperor Nero blamed the Christians. Tacitus was 
no fool. He was the governor of a large Province of 
the Roman Empire. He was a politician and a historian 
used to dealing with evidence. It is clear from the 
passage that he does not like Christians, but he gives 
information about the origins of Christianity which 
backs up what the gospels say. For Tacitus there is no 
doubt that Jesus existed in Judaea in the time when 
Pontius Pilate was Procurator, from AD 25-35. 
Tacitus wrote, 

Nero fastened the guilt and inflicted the most 
exquisite tortures on a class hated for their 
abominations, called Christians by the popu
lace. Christus, from whom the name had its 
origin, suffered the extreme penalty during the 
reign of Tiberius at the hands of one of our 
Procurators, Pontius Pilate ... 

4. The Talmud is a book of interpretation of the 
Jewish Law and it regulates the daily life of a Jew. It 
was written down in about the second century AD 

after having been passed on by word of mouth for a 
long time. The Talmud speaks of the death ofJesus as 
being the execution ofa criminal who deserved to die. 
Again there is no suggestion that he did not exist. 

WRITINGS BY CHRISTIANS 
The best-known Christian writings are the books of 

the New Testament. There are 27 books written by 
about a dozen authors. Besides the New Testament 
there are other books from the same period which 
were not included in the official collection which we 
call the New Testament. All these writings speak of 
the existence ofJesus as the reason for the existence of 
Christianity. It is important to remember that many 
of the authors were put to death because of their 
beliefs about Jesus, and people do not go to a painful 
death for someone who did not exist. 

The conclusion of careful study of both non
Christian and Christian writings is that there can be no 
real doubt that Jesus existed as aJew in Palestine in the 
first century AD and that he was crucified as a criminal 
when Pontius Pilate was Procurator ofJudaea. 

BUT THAT IS ONLY A BEGINNING. Christians would 
not have gone to painful deaths just because he 
existed. Nor would they have been persecuted by 
Jews and Gentiles for saying that he existed. It was 
what Christians believed and said about Jesus that got 
them into trouble. This brings us to the second 
question-we are forced to ask s- 'Are the things said 
about him true?' 

.6.One of the Dead Sea Scrolls. 

Are the things said about him 
true? 

It is impossible to give an easy Yes or No to this 
question. We can find out what Christians said about 
Jesus but whether they were right will always be a 
matter offaith and a person's own experience. There is 
nothing strange or dishonest about having to admit 
this. Everything we know is influenced by our own 
experience. You may like apples and say they are 
good. Someone else may not like them and say they 
are nasty. The same apple cannot be both good and 
nasty at the same time: the apple is the same, opinions 
differ. 

When we start to talk and write about human beings 
it becomes even more complicated. That is why it is 
usual for employers to ask for references about people 
they might employ. In a sense all Christian writings, 
including those in the New Testament, are references 
about Jesus. They tell us what impression he made on 
people, and what they believed about him. The most 
important references are the four gospels. 4 



'the sayings ofJesus' or Q (from QueUe, German for 
'source'). He also used some stories about Jesus which 
no other writer used. 

Matthew's gospel was written about the same time 
or perhaps a little later than Luke's. He too used Mark 
and Q and some of his own material. His gospel was 
primarily for Jewish Christians. 

John's gospel is rather different. It was written later, 
probably in about AD 90-110. It has a slightly different 
historical outline to the others, and it is more 
obviously an attempt to say what Jesus meant rather 
than what he did or said. 

We can summarise the main beliefs of the gospel 
writers as, 

. 1.	 God chose Jesus to be his special messen
ger. 

2.	 Jesus announced and brought the kingdom 
of God. 

3.	 Jesus performed 'mighty acts'. 
4.	 Jesus was wrongly condemned and ex

ecuted. 
5.	 God raised Jesus from the dead. 
6.	 Jesus is still a living person. 
7.	 God was present in Jesus in a way he was 

not present in other men. 

These beliefs affect the way the authors reported the 
words and actions ofJesus. We must bear this in mind 
when we go on to look at what the gospels say about 
him. If we keep this in mind then we can accept that 
their outline is a reasonably accurate record of what 
actually happened. 0 

The gospels are not biographies and do not pretend V Coins of the Emperor Vespasian.
 
to be. They are more like portraits and they differ just
 
as four portraits of the same person would differ.
 

The gospels were not the first things written by
 
Christians about Jesus. In the New Testament, the
 
letters ofPaul were all written before Mark, the first of
 

1:1ie gospeI5.l"t is likely thaf"rtiere we~ other docu
ments, such as collections of the sayings of Jesus, 
which were used by the gospel writers, but have been 
lost. It is possible that very early Christian writings 
might yet be found, in the sort of accidental discovery 
that was made in 1947 when the Dead Sea scrOllS-)l\l~ 
discovered. »-::" 

Scholars generally agree that ~ was the first
 
gospel to be written - in about A~n Rome. Mark '~
 
got his information from Peter when Peter was in : Jl
 
Rome before his execution in AD 64 and Mark's gospel \ ~
 
was written for the Christians of Rome. V
 

Luke's gospel was written in about AD 80-85 for a
 
church of Gentile Christians. He used Mark's gospel
 
as the basis for his own. He also used another docu

ment, which has now been lost, which scholars call
 15 



Did Jesus really exist? 

Check your 1. Who are the two Roman historians who mentioned Jesus? 
reading 

2.	 Why is their evidence especially valuable? 

3. What did Josephus write about? 

;t'jWhich were the earliest books of the New Testament to be written? 

Use your V Imagine you want to get a job for a few weeks in the holidays. Write a reference
 
imagination for yourself that will convince someone that he ought to employ you.
 

Find out 6. Find out which are the synoptic gospels and what 'synoptic' means.
 
for yourself 

7.	 Find out exactly what 'biography' and 'autobiography' mean. 

i,'T~.)'i	 Could Jesus write? Look up John 7:53-8:11. Do you think Jesus was writing or 
V	 drawing in the dust? (If this passage is difficult to find, look at the foot of the 

page in the Bible or at the end of John's gospel. There is difficulty because the 
passage does not appear in all early manuscripts of the gospel.) 

9.	 Find out what you can about the Dead Sea Scrolls. 

10.	 Find out the names of authors who have written biographies of 
a) Eleanor Roosevelt 
b) Martin Luther King, Jr. 

5. The Ylork of Jesus - what he did
 

The gospels present us with an outline of the life of 
Jesus. 

1.	 He was born in the reign of Herod the 
Great. 

2.	 At the age of12 he was taken to Jerusalem 
to celebrate the Passover. 

3.	 As a young man he worked as a car
penter. 

4.	 He was influenced and baptised by John 
the Baptist. 

5.	 He thought out his plans for about a 
month. 

6.	 He began preaching and healing. 
7.	 He chose twelve men as his companions 

and disciples. 
8.	 He worked as a preacher and healer with 

great success. 
9.	 He went to Jerusalem and came into con

flict with the Sadducees. 
10.	 The opposition built up. The disciples 

failed him and he was arrested, tried and 
crucified. 

11.	 Two days after the crucifixion the dis
ciples became sure that Jesus was alive 
agam. 

In this and the next two chapters we shall look 
in greater detail at the work of Jesus, the words of 
Jesus, his suffering and death. 

The mission of John the 
Baptist 

John was a prophet, a man who spoke what he 
believed was God's message. The message in this case 
was that people should repent and prepare themselves 
for the coming of God's Messiah. 

TheJews were under the rule ofRome. There was a 
widespread hope that God would not allow this to go 
on for ever. He would act by sending his Messiah, 
who, like another Moses, would lead his people to 
freedom. The belief grew up that before the Messiah 
came, Elijah, a fiery Old Testament prophet, would 
return to prepare the way. Look up the last book ofthe 
Old Testament (Malachi 4:5,6). You will find the 
promise that Elijah would return before the great day 
of the-Lord, when the Messiah would come. 

Some early Christians believed that John was the 
second"Elijah whose work was to prepare the way for 
Jesus, the Messiah. In john's gospel it says that he was 
not Elijah. But Elijah or not, all the gospels give John 
the Baptist an important place as the forerunner of 
Jesus. 16 
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.6. A statue depicting John the Baptist. The shell
 
symbolises baptism.
 

John preached repentance, that is, that people 
should change their lives and follow God. The sign of 
repentance was baptism, a very clear symbol of a 
clean, new start. This outward sign of the work of 
John was so well-known that he was given the nick
name 'The Baptiser '. 

Jesus joined John's movement like many others of 
his countrymen. He was baptised by John in the river 
Jordan. The gospels say that when Jesus left the water 
he heard the voice of God and saw the Spirit of God 
descend on him. It is very difficult to be sure exactly 
what took place, but it is clear that Jesus regarded this 
moment as being the beginning of his own ministry. 

After this experience there could be no turning back. 
Carpentry was no longer his work. He believed that 
he had something much more important to do. 

The temptations 
The synoptic gospels tell us that after his baptism 

Jesus went into the wilderness where he was tempted 
by the devil. The wilderness was probably the wilder
ness ofJudaea - a desolate, rocky area to the south and 
east ofJerusalem, near the Dead Sea. You can read an 
account in Matthew 4:1-11. 

It would be a mistake to take this story too literally 
as ifJesus were in conversation with the devil. It is a 
way of describing the terrible mental battle that Jesus 
went through. He had become convinced that he was 
to be the Messiah. His problem was how he should go 
about his work. What sort of Messiah should he be? 

1. 'Turn these stones into bread. ' There was a great 
deal of hunger and poverty in the world in the time of 
Jesus, as there is today. Should he feed people? Should 
he be an 'Oxfam Messiah'? Feeding the hungry would 
be a good act. 

Jesus rejected this idea, not as a bad thing to do, but 
because it dealt with people only as physical machines. 
He answered by quoting from the Old Testament, 'Man 
does not live by bread alone.' 

2. 'Leap from the Temple. It says in Psalm 91 that 
God will not let you be harmed.' Well, that would 
attract people. If he were to be that sort of wonder
working Messiah people would surely listen to him. 

Jesus rejected this temptation because it was a 
gimmick, not the real thing. He would be a 'nine-day 
wonder', a sensation for a short time, but then people 
would look for the next and more magnificent trick. 
That idea too was rejected as a temptation of the devil. 

3. 'I will give you all the kingdoms of the world if 
you will worship me. ' The last temptation is the most 
difficult to understand. It seems to mean that ifJesus 
were to set up the Kingdom ofGod he would have to 
replace the Kingdom of Caesar, the Roman Empire. 
It is a temptation to use the methods of Rome 
power, ruthlessness and violence - to set up the reign 
of God. It is a temptation to be a political or military 
Messiah, a great King like David, who would drive 
out the Romans. This was the Zealots' hope. Jesus sees 
it as a temptation and rejects it. 

The Twelve and the other 
disciples 

It was a common practice for a Jewish teacher (a 
Rabbi) to have disciples. The word disciple means a 
learner. It is clear from the gospels that a small number 
ofJesus' disciples were very close to him. The Twelve 
are specially mentioned. In the Twelve there were at 17 



The work of Jesus - what he did
 
least two pairs of brothers, Simon (peter) and 
Andrew, James and John. All four were fishermen. 
Levi (Matthew) was a tax-collector, but of the rest we 
know very little. 

It is unlikely that Jesus chose twelve to be the 
number ofhis special followers by accident. In the Old 
Testament jacob, who is also called Israel, had twelve 
sons. His sons were the founders of the twelve tribes 
that made up the nation of Israel. Perhaps Jesus saw 
himself as the founder of a new Israel. 

The Imighty works' of Jesus 
There can be no doubt that Jesus did some very 

remarkable things. Even when we allow for the fact 
that the gospels are the views ofconvinced supporters, 
there remains too much to be easily dismissed as 
impossible. It is claimed that he healed a leper, a blind 
man, a paralysed man, a deaf and dumb man. He is 
said to have performed numerous exorcisms or cast
ing out of demons. It is claimed that he raised a young 
man and a girl from the dead. It says that he walked on 
water, stilled a storm, turned water into wine and fed 
a vast crowd with very little food. 

It is important not to dismiss these mighty works 
without thought, because in Mark 3:22 even Jesus' 
opponents admit that he did perform exorcisms. 

The New Testament calls the remarkable actions 
not 'miracles' but 'mighty works'. For the writers of 
the New Testament, as for all men in the time ofJesus, 

. ~ these were not cases of doing the impossible. They 
believed that the physical world and the invisible 
spiritual world were very closely related and that they 
affected each other constantly. They believed too that 
the world was peopled not only by the beings we can 
see, but by numerous spirits, good and bad. Much 
disease and distress was caused, they believed, by evil 
spirits, 

Some Christians accept the stories ofJesus' mighty 
works literally, saying, for example, 'If Jesus is the 
Son of God, then it is not surprising that he could do 
all these things.' Others try to discover a meaning and 
an explanation. But whatever approach is made it is 
most important to remember what Jesus and the New 

6. The wilderness ofJudaea - the scene ofJesus'
 
temptations.
 

,]$stament writers believed about the mighty works. 
fThey believed that they were signs of the kingdom.
I They were a visible and practical announcement that
! the kingdom of God had arrived and that God was at 
\ work among them. 

The mighty works were not to prove thatJesus was 
the Messiah - he had rejected that idea in the wilder
ness. They were a demonstration of the power of 
God. God's spirit overcame evil spirits in exorcisms. 
God's patience and compassion was demonstrated in 
the acts of healing. The life-giving power ofGod was 
demonstrated in the raising of people to life, and the 
creative power of God was shown in the nature 
of miracles. 

All the gospels stress that when Jesus did things he 
did them with an air of authority. When he preached 
and healed in the synagogue in Capernaum early in his 
ministry, people were amazed by his authority. In the 
last week ofhis life, his enemies, the Sadducees, asked 
him, 'By what authority do you do these things?' 

Jesus believed that he was sent by God and that he 
acted with the authority of God and by the power of 
God. He also believed that he spoke with the authority 
of God. We shall look at what he said in the next 
chapter. 0 

Check your 1. What does 'disciple' mean? 
reading 2. How many sons did Jacob have? 

3. What was the main message of John the Baptist? 

4. What did the New Testament writers think that the mighty works of Jesus 
showed? 

Use your 5. Imagine Jesus had to spread his message in this country today. Suggest how 
imagination he could plan his campaign to influence as many people as possible. 

6. Imagine you were in the crowd seeing either John the Baptist at work or 
Jesus healing someone. Write an account of what happened. 

e 



Find out 7. Write down what Jesus said about John the Baptist in Luke 7:24-28. What do 
for yourself you think he meant? 

8.	 Find the description of Elijah in 2 Kings 1:7,8. Compare it to the description of 
John the Baptist in Mark 1:6. 

9.	 Read the account of the call of the four fishermen to be disciples. It is in 
Mark 1:16-20. 

10. Find out the meanings of 'Jacob' and 'Israel'. 

11. Write down three reasons why Jesus chose disciples. Look in Mark 3: 13-19. 

6. The v#ork of Jesus - v#hat he said
 

You will have seen talk shows and interviews on televi
sion. Barbara Walters, William Buckley, Jr., Phil 
Donahue and many others talk to people in the news. 
The ones who are most interesting are usually those 
who are most controversial. They say startling things, 
they challenge people and sometimes upset them. 

IfJesus could have been interviewed on television 
he would have been a great success. He told jokes about 
camels and tax-collectors; he attacked the royal fami
ly and the religious leaders; he said that sometimes it 
was right to break the law; he told his followers to leave 
their families, to give away their money, to lose their 
reputation and to be ready to lose their lives. 

The picture we are sometimes given ofJesus- 'gentle 
Jesus, meek and mild' -does not fit with his life and 
teaching. 

On one occasion a young man came to Jesus and said 

V Michael Parkinson interviews Dame Margot Fonteyn. 

that he was dissatisfied with life. What should he do 
about it?Jesus was cautious at first. He told him to keep 
the Law. Anybody could have told him that. The 
young man said that he had kept the Law, but still 
something was lacking. Jesus liked the man and be
lieved him. By this time he had sized him up. He said, 
'You lack one thing; go, sell what you have, and give 
to the poor.' The man who had come to Jesus full of 
enthusiasm went away dejected. He could not do it. 
Jesus had put his finger right on his weakness. He could 
not live without his money. 

Later Jesus told his disciples that it would be easier 
for a camel to be threaded through a needle than for 
a rich man to get into God's kingdom. The disciples 
could not understand him; they thought that wealth 
was a sign of God's favour. Jesus' teaching turned their 
ideas upside down. 
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The work of Jesus - what he said 
Family life has always been very important in the 

Jewish religion. Jesus was not married. By the time he 
was preaching and healing he was about 30 years old. 
For a man of 30 to be unmarried and not earning a 
regular living was unusual and something of a 
disgrace. On one occasion his family came to take him 
home because people were saying that he was mad. 
When he was told that his family was outside he said, 
'Who are my mother and my brothers? Whoever does 
the will of God is my brother, my sister and mother.' 

On another occasion he said that if anyone wanted 
to follow him, he must hate his father and mother, 
wife and children, brothers and sisters and even his 
own life. It is almost certain that if anyone today 
suggested something like that they would be de
nounced by the religious leaders. Jesus' teaching about 
families was very controversial. He forced people 
to think about things they had accepted without 
thinking. 

Why did Jesus say such startling things? Why did he 
say that family, a secure job and respectability were 
not the most important things in life? It was his 
conviction that God was going to change things. For 
centuries the Jews had been under the rule of other 
nations. They had been part of the empire of Assyria, 
of Babylon, of Persia and of Greece. At the time of 
Jesus they were part ofthe kingdom ofCaesar. It is not 
surprising that the Jews believed that God would not 
allow this to go on for ever. Soon he would set up his 
own kingdom - the kingdom of God. /:::" The Synagogue in Capernaum. See Mark 1:21.

Jesus believed that God's kingdom would come 
quickly, and that he had a vital part to play in setting it 
up. He tried to persuade people that time was short, 
God's kingdom was at hand, that they should change How Jesus taughttheir ways and join God's side in the battle against 
evil. It was his belief that things would happen quickly Jesus forced people to think about his teaching. He 
that made him call for decisions from people. He said, did not give them ready-made answers. He told them 
'The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at stories and.he spoke in riddles. He seemed to be saying 
hand; repent, and believe in the gospel. ' to people, 'What do you think about that? Go on, 

Jesus called people to enter the kingdom, but he think about it.' His favourite way of teaching was by 
never said that it would be easy. The kingdom would telling parables. 
have to be put before everything else, even before Many people have used parables to get people to 
things like money, food and clothing. 

Do not be anxious about your life, what you shall eat 
or what you shall drink, nor about your body, what 
you shall put on. Therefore do not be anxious, say
ing, 'What shall we eat?' or 'What shall we drink?' or 
'What shall we wear?' For the Gentiles seek all these 
things; and your heavenly Father knows that you 
need them all. But seek first his kingdom and his 
righteousness, and all these things shall be yours as 
well. 

think or to make their message more interesting and 
more easily remembered. There is a famous parable in 
the Old Testament by which the prophet Nathan 
made King David condemn himself (2 Samuel 
12:1-7). The Buddha told parables. Most people 
know the story ofthe hare and the tortoise race - this is 
a fable or story told by Aesop in ancient Greece. At the 
time of Jesus many Rabbis, particularly Pharisees, 
used parables. Here is a Pharisaic parable. 

A king's son was at a distance of a hundred days' 
journey from his father. Said his friends to him, 
'Return to your father.' He said to them, '1 cannot. 

Jesus said that to be a member of God's kingdom The way is too far.' His father sent to him and said, 
'Go as far as you are able and I shall come the rest of was a very hard thing. He told the religious leaders 
the way to you.' Thus the Holy One, blessed be He, 
said to Israel, 'Return to me, and I will return unto 

that they would find it difficult to get into the king
dom; so would the rich. For everyone it was like 

you.'going through a very narrow gate and along a narrow 
~o 

di~cult path. It was like bein~g~a~c~o~n:d:e~m~n~e:d~m~a:n~.~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 



By using parables Jesus taught about God, about 
God's kingdom and about our place in it. 

Here is a short parable which says something about 
God. 

What man of you, having a hundred sheep, if he has \ 
lost one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in 
the wilderness, and go after the one which is lost, 
until he finds it? And when he has found it, he lays it 
on his shoulders, rejoicing. And when he comes 
home, he calls together his friends and his neigh
bours, saying to them, 'Rejoice with me, for I have 
found my sheep which was lost.' Just so, I tell you, 
there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner 
who repents than over ninety-nine righteous 
persons who need no repentance. 

-
This is a short parable about the kingdom of God. 

With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or 
what parable shall we use for it? It is like a grain of 
mustard seed, which, when sown upon the ground, 
is the smallest of all the seeds on earth; yet when it 
is sown it grows up and becomes the greatest of all 
shrubs, and puts forth large branches, so that the 
birds of the air can make nests in its shade. 

-. 

This longer parable says things about both God and 
human beings. Notice how challenging and even fright
ening it is. 

When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all 
the angels with him, then he will sit on his glorious 
throne. Before him will be gathered all the nations, 
and he will separate them one from another as a 
shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, and 
he will place the sheep at his right hand, but the 
goats at the left. Then the King will say to those at 
his right hand, 'Come, 0 blessed of my Father, in
herit the kingdom prepared for you from the 
foundation of the world; for I was hungry and you 
gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I 
was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked 
and you clothed me, I was sick and you visited me, 
I was in prison and you came to me.' Then the 
righteous will answer him, 'Lord, when did we see 
thee hungry and feed thee, or thirsty and give thee 
drink? And when did we see thee a stranger and 
welcome thee, or naked and clothe thee? And when 
did we see thee sick or in prison and visit thee?' And 
the King will answer them, 'Truly, I say to you, as 
you did it to one of the least of these my brethren, 
you did it to me.' Then he will say to those on his left 
hand, 'Depart from me, you cursed, into the eternal 
fire prepared for the devil and his angels; for I was 
hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and 
you gave me no drink, I was a.stranqer and you did 
not welcome me, naked and you did not clothe me, 
sick and in prison and you did not visit me.' Then 
they also will answer, 'Lord, when did we see thee 
hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in 
prison, and did not minister to thee?' Then he will 
answer them, 'Truly, I say to you, as you did it not to 
one of the least of these, you did it not to me.' And 
they will go away into eternal punishment, but the 
righteous into eternal life. 

-

V Sheep and goats in modern Israel. 
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The work of Jesus - what he said
 
Our final example ofJesus' stories is also one of the 

best-known, the parable of the Good Samaritan. Jesus 
told the story to answer a man who admitted that the 
Law said that he should love his neighbour, but said 
that he did not know who his neighbour was. 

A man was going down from Jerusalem to 
Jericho, and he fell among robbers, who stripped 
him and beat him, and departed, leaving him half 
dead. Now by chance a priest was going down that 
road; and when he saw him he passed by on the 
other side. So likewise a Levite, when he came to 
the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. 
But a Samaritan, as he journeyed, came to where he 
was; and when he saw him, he had compassion, 
and went to him and bound up his wounds, pouring 
on oil and wine; then he set him on his own beast 
and brought him to an inn, and took care of him. 
And the next day he took out two denarii and gave 
them to the innkeeper, saying, Take care of him; 
and whatever more you spend, I will repay you 
when I come back.' Which of these three do you 
think, proved neighbour to the man who fell among 
the robbers? He said, The one who showed mercy 
on him.' And Jesus said to him, 'Go and do 
likewise.' 

Jesus was well-known for his parables, but he did 
not teach only by talking. A much more powerful 

\l Galilee, where Jesus taught. See Mark 1:39. 

way of teaching is by action. By his actions Jesus 
taught that God is a loving father to whom man 
should turn. On the night ofhis arrest he asked God to 
save him from having to face suffering and death. 
Through his prayer he gained sufficient strength to 
face it all. He broke the Sabbath Law when he believed 
that man's needs were more important. When he 
touched and healed a leper he taught that people's 
needs were more important than his own safety. 

What did Jesus teach about 
himself? 

There is an account in the gospels of an occasion 
when Jesus asked his disciples what people were 
saying about him. They told him that some thought 
that he was John the Baptist come back to life; others 
thought he was Elijah, and others said he was one of 
the prophets - all flattering opinions. When he asked 
the disciples what they thought of him, Peter said, 
'You are the Messiah.' Jesus then explained very 
carefully what sort of Messiah he was. 'And he began 
to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many 
things, and be rejected by the elders and the chief 
priests and the scribes, and be killed, and after three 
days rise again.' Peter argued with Jesus, saying that it 
was not necessary for him to suffer. Jesus very sharply 
stopped Peter. He said, 'Get behind me, Satan! For 
you are not on the side of God, but of men.' 
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To try to understand what this argument was about 
you must remember the history of the Jews and how 
they hoped that God would send his Anointed One to 
set up his kingdom. It is strange that the English title 
Anointed One is less well-known than the Hebrew 
Messiah and the Greek Christ. All three mean the 
same thing. Anointing means marking with oil. The 
most famous anointing in the Old Testament was the 
anointing of David as King. Because David was a 
great warrior and king most people hoped that when 
the Messiah came he would be a king like David and 
would drive out the hated Romans. It is interesting to 
note that an anointing still takes place at the coro
nation of a British monarch. 

Jesus was popular. He had the sort ofleadership and 
magnetism that drew people to him and made them 
ready to do things for him. When Peter argued with 
Jesus it was probably because he thought that Jesus 
could and should be a Messiah like David. 

Jesus seems deliberately to have rejected that idea. 
He never used the word Messiah when speaking of 
himself. Instead he always called himself 'Son of 
Man'. He also tried to avoid popularity so that he 
would not be forced by public opinion into the role of 
a military Messiah. Sometimes, when he had healed 
someone, he told them not to tell anyone about it. He 
did this even on occasions when it seemed impossible 
to keep it a secret. 

If:, Jesus thought of himself as the Messiah, but 
avoided the title because it was too political, what sort 
of Messiah did he think he was? Perhaps a definite 

answer can never be given, but we do know what the 
early Christians believed about him. They said that he 
took his idea ofMessiahship from the book ofIsaiah in 
the Old Testament. 

In chapters 40-55 of Isaiah there are some beautiful 
poems about a 'servant of the Lord'. The poems say 
that God's servant will be humiliated, suffer and die. 
But then God will show that his servant was right, and 
Israel will be saved through his sufferings. Here is an 
example from Isaiah 53. 

Surely he has borne our griefs 
and carried our sorrows; 
yet we esteemed him stricken, 
smitten by God, and afflicted. 
But he was wounded for our transgressions, 
he was bruised for our iniquities; 
upon him was the chastisement that made us whole, 
and with his stripes we are healed. 

Christians believe that this was Jesus' idea of 
Messiahship - a Messiah who would save people, not 
by fighting for them, but by suffering for them. 

In this chapter we have learned two things about the 
teaching of Jesus. First that it was challenging and 
demanding, likely to upset people and make them 
think. Secondly he created a new idea of a suffering 
Messiah. It was his refusal to tone down his message, 
and his courage in sticking to his plan that led to his 
arrest and crucifixion. 0 

Check your 
reading 

Use your 
imagination 

Find out 
for yourself 

1.	 Write down the names of three people, besides Jesus, who used parables or
 
stories in their teaching.
 

2.	 What were some of the things that Jesus taught by actions as well as by words? 

3.	 What title did Jesus use when he spoke of himself? 

4.	 A woman won a million pounds in the state lottery. What problems might it
 
cause her?
 

5.	 Does the teaching of Jesus about money and families have any value for people
 
today? Give reasons for your answer.
 

6.	 What do you think the parable of the sheep and the goats teaches about the way
 
people should live?
 

7.	 Read Mark 6:3 and write down the names of Jesus' family. 

8.	 Look up John 19:26,7 and write down what Jesus said to his mother and to
 
John.
 

9.	 Read the story of David's anointing in 1 Samuel 16:1-13. 

10. Can YO'u discover who anointed Queen Elizabe~h II? 

11. Find out what you can about Simon bar Kochba-a military Messiah. 
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7. The suffering 
and death.
 
of Jesus
 

Many men have died for what they believed in. It does 
not always mean that their beliefs were right. It does 
mean that they were brave men. 

Socrates was a Greek thinker condemned to death 
because of the jealousy of rival teachers. He was not 
afraid ofdeath and chose to drink hemlock to cause his 
death. It was in about 399 Be that he died. 

In 1963 a Buddhist monk burned himself to death in 
Saigon to protest against the government of the day. 

The orange-robed monks and the grey-robed 
nuns appeared to be part of a quiet protest as they 
walked slowly in Saigon on a hot June afternoon. 
The procession parted. The monks and nuns 
formed a circle, seven or eight deep. Slowly they 
began to intone the deep, mournful, resonant 
rhythm of a sutra, 73-year-old Thich Quang Duc 
seated himself on the asphalt, his hands resting 
loosely on his knees. Nuns began to weep, their 
sobs breaking the measure of the chant. A monk 
took a 5-gallon can of gasoline and poured it over 
Quang Duc, who sat calmly in silence as the gaso
line soaked his robes and wet the asphalt in a small 
dark pool. Then Thich Quang Duc, his Buddhist 
prayer beads in his right hand, opened a box of 
matches and struck one. Instantly he was engulfed 
in a whoosh of flame and heavy black smoke. The 
chanting stopped. The smoke rose, and, as the 
fierce flames brightened, Quang Due's face, his 
shaven skull and his robes, grizzled, then blackened. 
Still the body burned. 

It is impossible not to feel the horror of that death. 
The story of the death ofJesus is so well-known, and 
the cross so commonly used, often for decoration, 
that we have lost all feeling of horror about the 
crucifixion. The gospels do not say much about the 
crucifixion because the horrific details were known 
only too well to people in the first century. 

Crucifixion was the Roman method of execution 
for criminals. It was a terrible form of death. One 
writer has said, 

'The cross itself, as used during the reign. of 
Tiberius, consisted of an upright called a stipes 
- which was generally fixed permanently in a 
cement socket at the place of execution - and a 
cross-beam called a patibulum, a baulk of 

.. 
6.A Buddhist monk dies to protest against 

the government. . 

timber about seven or eight feet long which the 
victim was compelled, as part of the punish
ment, to shoulder from the prison-store to 
the waiting upright. A notch, or some other 
similar wood-joint, close to the top of this 
upright, allowed the cross-beam to be nailed or 
bolted in position, and about four or five feet 
from the ground thete would be a series of 
holes to allow the insertion of a peg, called 
sedilis excessus, to support the victim's crotch; 
this was to prevent the entire weight of the 
body from slowly dragging the hands and 
arms from the nails or other fixing. 

After the scourging the victim would be cut 
down, kicked and dragged to his feet, and, 
carrying the patibulum, would be driven on by 
blows from the flat of the sword, or goaded 
with it, to the place of execution. 

And there the victim would be felled to the 
ground, the patibulum would be thrust beneath 
his neck, his arms gripped and then tied to the 
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cross-beam with cords, and his hands nailed to 
it with heavy iron nails, square in section. This 
nailing would be either through the palm or the 
forward fold of the wrist, and was intended to 
prevent the hands jerking free during the con
vulsion which crucifixion produced. 

Then the cross-beam would be dragged 
across the ground to the stipes and hoisted up 
until it could be secured in the notch. Other 
cords might be tied around the waist as an 
added precaution against the convulsions of 
agony jerking the body even off the nails - in 
would go the supporting peg - and then, 
finally, the feet themselves would be nailed, 
either with one nail driven between the 
metatarsal bones of the two crossed insteps, or 
with two nails, one through each heel behind 
the Achilles tendon. 

And there he remained hanging until he 
died, anything up-to seven, eight or nine days 
later. 

The story of the suffering and death of Jesus is 
known as the Passion story. 'Passion' comes from the 
Latin word for suffering. It is important to read the 
story from one of the gospels to get an impression ofit 
as a whole. Mark's is the shortest account. It is in 
chapters 14, 15 and 16. It might be helpful to have it 
read aloud. 

Jesus in Jerusalem 
Jesus was in Jerusalem because he wanted to preach 

his message there, and because it was Passover time. 
He went into the city each day, but at night stayed in 
Bethany, a village about two miles outsideJerusalem. 
He had friends in Bethany and perhaps he stayed with 
them. 

We know thatJesus' teaching was controversial. He 
had many enemies and in Jerusalem the most powerful 
were the Sadducees. Perhaps he went to Bethany each 
evening so that he could not be arrested quietly at 
night. In the daytime he was safe because he had 
plenty of popular support. 

There had been some sort of demonstration when 
Jesus entered Jerusalem on the Sunday before his 
death. Some people welcomed him as the Messiah, 
and the crowds asked, 'Who is this?' 

Jesus certainly did not try to convince the Sadducees 
that he was harmless. Far from it. He complained that 
the people who sold animals for sacrifice and those 
who changed ordinary money into temple coinage 
were turning what should be a place of prayer into a 
market place. He not only complained: he overturned 
their stalls and drove them and their animals out. 
After this, the opposition of the Sadducees was even 
stronger because they controlled the temple. 

And the chief priests and the scribes were 
seeking how to arrest him by stealth, and kill 
him; for they said, 'Not during the feast, lest 
there be a tumult' (Mark 14:1,2). 

- -
The Last Supper 

The one exception Jesus made to spending the 
nights outside the city was Thursday. On that evening 
he was to eat the Passover meal with his disciples. 
Naturally he would want to do it in Jerusalem itself. 
Because of the danger, the preparations were made 
secretly, with special signs and. pass words. 

The Passover was a festival celebrating the Exodus 
- the freeing of the Hebrews from slavery in Egypt. 
This was very important because it meant that the 
Passover was a freedom festival. The hopes for free
dom from the Romans would be especially strong at 
Passover time. If there was going to be a rising against 25 



The suffering and death of Jesus
 

6. 
A decorated cross disguises the horror of crucifixion. 

Rome, it would be likely to happen at the festival. 
That is why the Roman Procurator, with some 
soldiers, went from his headquarters in Caesarea to 
Jerusalem at Passover time. 

During the meal Jesus was distressed and perhaps 
afraid. The disciples remembered this, and in the 
account of the meal two things stand out. The 'first is 
what Jesus said when he broke the bread and poured 
out the wine. He must have done both these things 
many times before, but on this occasion, when he 
broke the bread he said that his body was going to be 
broken like that. When he poured the wine, he said 
that his blood would be poured out like that. 

The other thing that stayed in the disciples' minds 
was his disappointment with them. He said that one of 
them would betray him: and Judas did. He said that 
Peter would say that he did not know him: and Peter 
did. He said that all the disciples would let him down: 
and they did. 

The Garden of Gethsemane 
After the meal Jesus and his disciples went to a place 

on the slopes of the Mount of Olives, called the 
Garden ofGethsemane. Jesus was still very afraid. He 
left eight disciples on guard low down on the hillside 
and took Peter, James and John with him. They too 
were left as guards and Jesus went to pray. He was 
'distressed', 'troubled', 'sorrowful'. Luke says that his 
sweat fell on the ground like great drops of blood. In 
this agony offear Jesus prayed that he might not have 
to go through with it. 

During this time of prayer Jesus seemed to win a 
great battle over fear or over himself. In the end he 
saysthat he will do whatever God wants. Once he has 
made that decision the rest of the story seems very 
much smoother. The fear has gone. He no longer runs 
away and sets guards, but is ready to face whatever has 
to happen. 

When the temple guards arrive, led by Judas, Jesus 
makes no attempt to escape. It is as if the big battle had 
already been won. 

The trials 
1. The temple guards took Jesus to the house of the 
High Priest. Peter was able to get into the courtyard. 
This could mean that Jesus had more friends in 
Jerusalem than the gospels say. Already there had been 
the person who provided the donkey for him to enter 
Jerusalem. Someone provided the room for the Last 
Supper and later someone provided a tomb. 

Some sort oftrial was held before the High Priest. It 
is unlikely that it was an official trial because it was 
against the law for the Sanhedrin to meet at night for 
such a trial. An attempt was made to get Jesus con
demned on the evidence of false witnesses, but the 
attempt failed. Then the High Priest invited Jesus to 
make a statement, perhaps hoping that he would say 
something for which he could be condemned. Jesus 
refused to speak, either because he felt it was safer or 
because he was now living out the role ofthe Suffering 
Servant. 

He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, 
Yet he opened not his mouth (Isaiah 53:7). 



l::.. A general view ofJerusalem. 

Finally a direct question was put to Jesus. 'Are you 
the Son of the Blessed?' Jesus said, 'I am.' That was 
sufficient. He was declared guilty of blasphemy, and 
worthy of death. Jesus was then beaten by the temple 
guards. 

While all this was going on, Peter, in the courtyard, 
was challenged three times about being a friend of 
Jesus. Each time he said that he did not know him. 
When dawn came and it was too late to help Jesus, 
Peter, overcome with shame, went outside and wept. 

2. The second trial was before Pontius Pilate, the 
Roman Procurator. It has been suggested that theJews 
were not allowed to carry out the death sentence at 
this time. Whatever the reason, Jesus was brought 
before Pilate early in the morning and charges were 
brought against him. 

The key to the trial before Pilate is the word 
Messiah. To Jesus, as we have seen, it could mean 
God's Suffering Servant. To Pilate it could only mean 
a rebel, a Zealot leader, a threat to himself and to the 
power of Rome. Pilate asked Jesus ifhe were the King 
of the Jews. Jesus replied, 'You have said so.' He 
seems to be saying that what he meant by king and 
what Pilate meant by king were very different. 

The gospel writers suggest that Pilate believed that 
Jesus was innocent and that the Sadducees forced him 
into condemning him. This is perhaps because, 
writing in the Roman world, they wanted to give the 
impression that Jesus was never the enemy of Rome. 

It is strange that Jesus had refused to be pressed into 
being a military Messiah, but in the end he was 
arrested as one, tried as one, condemned as one and 
executed as one, along with two men who were 
probably Zealot revolutionaries. 27 



The suffering and death of Jesus 

The execution 
The sentence was carried out by soldiers under the 

supervision of a centurion. Jesus was crucified at nine 
in the morning and was dead by three in the after
noon. The soldiers who fastened him to the cross had 
probably carried out many executions. They were on 
duty and had no choice in the matter. They had the 
right to the prisoner's belongings and they gambled to 
decide what each should have. The gospels say that the 
centurion was impressed by the way in which Jesus 
met his death. He had probably seen many men die. 

The gospels record that Jesus said a number of 
things when he was on the cross. He forgave the 
actions of the soldiers. He spoke comfortingly to one 
of the men crucified with him. He made sure that his 
mother would be cared for. He said that he was 
thirsty. He perhaps said Psalm. 22 to himself as a 
prayer. He certainly used the opening. words, 'My 
God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?' John 
records that Jesus said, 'It is finished.' As he died he 
said, 'Father, into thy hands I commit my spirit. ' 

The Passion story is movingly told in each of the 
gospels. It is a story of great power. It has influenced 
the whole history of Europe for the past 2000 years. 
It is a story that is by no means dead and forgotten.D 

~ 
A press for extracting oil from olives. 'Gethsemene' 
means 'oil press'. 

Check your 
reading 

Use your 
imagination 

Find out 
for yourself 

1.	 List some of the ways in which the cross is used as a decoration. 

2.	 Why did Jesus drive the traders out of the temple courtyard? 

3.	 What evidence is there that Jesus had a number of secret followers in
 
Jerusalem?
 

4.	 How did Jesus use his disciples in the Garden of Gethsemane? Why were
 
there only eleven?
 

5.	 List the people that Jesus spoke to while he was on the cross. 

6.	 Why would Pilate conduct the trial eartv in the morning? 

7.	 In what ways are the deaths of Socrates and the Buddhist monk like that of 
Jesus? 

8.	 Why did the gospel writers suggest that Pilate believed that Jesus was
 
. innocent?
 

9.	 Many people were involved in the events which led to the crucifixion. List as 
many as you can. Do you think anyone was really to blame? 

10.	 Meals are often used for celebrations. How many different celebration meals 
can you list? 

11.	 What does the word 'martyr' mean? 

12.	 Find out about Martin Luther King, a modern Christian martyr. 

13.	 Find out the name of the first Christian martyr. How was he put to death? 

14.	 Find out who carried the cross for Jesus. 
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8. What happened next?
 

Everything that has been said about Jesus so far shows 
him to have been a very remarkable man - a great 
teacher, a successful healer, a man with outstanding 
gifts of leadership, a man brave enough to face death 
rather than be unfaithful to his beliefs. On the 
evidence so far we have to say thatJesus was one of the 
great men of human history. 

But Christians say a great deal more about him than 
that! 

Jesus was a Jew. All his disciples were Jews and it 
would not have been strange for them to remember 
him and honour him after his death as a great man, a 
prophet of Israel, like Elijah or John the Baptist. 

But the disciples said a great deal more about him 
than that! 

Ifyou read the story ofPeter's arrest in Acts 3-4 you 
will find Peter telling the Sanhedrin that he will speak 
out about Jesus even if they forbid him. Despite their 
threats he continued to preach and take risks. Think 
again of Peter's denial. What can have changed Peter? 

Immediately after the crucifixion the disciples hid in 
a locked room 'for fear of the Jews'. Within a very 
short time these same men were boldly preaching 
about Jesus. What can have changed the disciples in 
this way? 

Why do Christians today call the day on whichJesus 
died Good Friday? 

Christians give one answer to all these questions. It 
is that God raised Jesus from the dead. In a speech in 
Acts 2:23-4 Peter saysto the crowd in Jerusalem,' 'this 
Jesus you crucified and killed by the hands of lawless 
men. But God raised him up.' 

Christian belief in the resurrection is the belief that 
in spite of his crucifixion Jesus is alive. There are all 
kinds of stories about the resurrection, but in the end 
they mean one thing - for Christians Jesus is alive, not 
just in the first century, but now, in the twentieth. 

The gospels say that Jesus died at three o'clock on a 
Friday afternoon. It has been suggested that perhaps 
he did not die; perhaps he was unconscious and re
vived in the cool cave used as a tomb. There is a 
tradition which says that after reviving jesus went to 
India to preach, died and was buried there. Against 
such a suggestion, we should remember that Jesus 
died after a sleepless night, two trials, two beatings 
and a scourging which sometimes killed the victim. 
He was not strong enough to carry his own cross, 
Crucifixion was the common Roman way to execute 
criminals and Roman soldiers were good at their job. 
It is hard to believe that they would have failed to kill 
Jesus. 

In his novel, The Davidson Affair, Stuart Jackman 
imagines the point being made by a television inter
viewer called Tennel to Pilate. 

'The rumour is, sir, that he's alive again.'
 
His smile altered subtly, becoming one of amused
 
tolerance. 'Alive again? Oh, come now, Mr Tennel,
 
really you know .. .'
 
'Still alive then, put it that way.'
 
He leaned forward, clasping his hands on the table,
 
his face suddenly grave. 'Mr Tennel, he was
 
executed by soldiers of the Tenth Legion. They're )
 
not amateurs, you know. When they kill a man, he's
 
dead and he stays dead.'
 

-

If we accept that the Roman soldiers did their job 

and Jesus was dead, what happened next? The Sabbath 
begins at sundown on Friday, and ifJesus died at three 
o'clock there was not much time to do all that was 
required. Because Jesus was a Roman prisoner, the 
body belonged to Rome. Mark says that Joseph of 
Arimathea went to Pilate and asked for the body. He 
points out that Pilate checked with the centurion 
whether Jesus was in fact dead. All this would take 
time. Then Joseph would need to take the body from 
the cross. Because time was short it was wrapped in a 

\l Christus Victor. 
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VVhathappenednext? 
cloth and put into the cave tomb. There was not time 
to go through the full burial ritual of anointing the 
body with spices and ointments. That would have to 
come later. 

The earliest time that the body could be anointed 
would be at dawn on Sunday, when the Sabbath was 
over. Mark is careful to point out that the women who 
went to the tomb were those who saw the burial on 
Friday. They would not go to the wrong tomb. 

Was the resurrection wishful thinking on the part of 
the disciples? Consider the following points, 

1.	 If the disciples had made up a story it would have 
been more natural to have the news given to Peter 
or James or John or others of the Twelve rather 
than to women. Women had a position of less 
importance than men in Judaism. The Talmud 
says, 'Sooner let the words of the Law be burnt 
than delivered to women.' 

2.	 The women were told to take the news to the 
disciples, but they did not. 

3.	 When the disciples are eventually told that jesus is 
alive they do not believe it. 

4.	 The disciples return to their old occupations. 
Peter returns to Galilee and goes fishing. Two 
others leaveJerusalem, disappointed with the way 
things have worked out. 

5.	 The two leaving Jerusalem meet Jesus but do not 
recognise him. Mary meets him near the tomb 
but does not recognise him. Perhaps it was be
cause Jesus was the last person they expected to 
meet. 

These factors suggest that the idea of resurrection 
was not thought up by the disciples. It seems to have 
come to them as a shock and many of them were not 
willing to accept the news at first. 

It is always possible that new evidence about the 
resurrection may be found. The evidence of the Holy 
Shroud ofTurin has recently been brought before the 
public in books and on television. The Shroud is a 
piece of cloth about 14 feet long which bears what'. 
might be called the picture of a man. The picture is 
vague until it is photographed and then the negative 
shows a much clearer picture, as if the Shroud itself 
were in some way a negative. The picture is of a man 
who has been scourged and crucified. Scientists have 
been investigating the Shroud and state that the 
picture does not appear to be man-made in any way. 
Can it be the cloth in which Joseph wrapped Jesus? 
Was the 'picture' produced by the power that raised 
Jesus from the dead? Is it a further confirmation of the 
belief of Christians that Jesus is not dead but alive? 

30 The earliest Christians came to believe that the 

6. The face on the Turin Shroud. 

crucifixion was not the end of the story. They 
experienced the presence ofJesus. A Christian today 
might say the same thing - 'I know that Jesus is alive 
because I know him as my Lord and my friend.' 

Christians think about the resurrection in different 
ways. Some accept literally everything that the 
gospels say. Some say that Jesus was physically 
present with the disciples for a time, whereas now his 
presence is spiritual. Others would say that the resur
rection is a way oflooking at the crucifixion and see
ing it as a victory and not as a defeat. An old prayer 
use? this idea. 

Lord Jesus Christ, raised on thy throne of con
tempt and power, crowned with glory and 
thorns; reign, 0 Saviour, from the cross over 
the whole world of sinful hearts, and over my 
own. 



This idea ofJesus reigning from the cross can also be 
seen in the type of figure called Christus Victor. In this 
representation ofJesus he is dressed as a king, wear
ing, not a crown ofthorns, but a royal crown; his arms 
are stretched out, not in agony, but in blessing; his 
head is not slumped in exhaustion and death, but 
raised, the face serene in triumph. 

The earliest written report of the resurrection is in 
one of Paul's letters to the Christians in Corinth. He 
gives a list of the people who saw Jesus after the 
resurrection. The list begins with Peter, goes on to the 
Twelve, mentions 500 disciples, then James (the 
brother ofJesus) and ends with Paul himself. Paul had 
enemies, even within the church, and it is hard to see 
what he could gain by making up such a list ifhe did 
not believe it were true. More important than the list 
is the place Paul gives the resurrection in the Christian 
faith. It is, he says, 'of first importance'. He says, 'if 
Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is in 
vain and your faith is in vain. ' 

The Christian faith is based on the belief that the 
crucifixion was not the end of the story. This belief is 
celebrated by the church each Easter, and every 
Sunday is a 'little Easter', a weekly celebration of the 
resurrection. 

An Easter hymn expresses this belief - Jesus lives! 

o 

r-

Jesus lives! thy terrors now 
Can no more, 0 death, appal us; 
Jesus lives! by this we know 
Thou, 0 grave, canst not enthral us: Alleluia. 

Jesus lives! our hearts know well 
Naught from us his love shall sever; 
Life nor death nor powers of hell 
Tear us from his keeping ever: Alleluia. 

/ 

Check your 
reading 

Use your 
imagination 

Find out 
for yourself 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

At what time of day did Jesus die? 

Why did the burial have to be completed in a hurry? 

Why is it unlikely that the story about the women being the first to know about 
the resurrection is made up? 

What name is given to the representation of Jesus reigning from the cross? 

Where is the earliest written record of the resurrection to be found? 

Why do you think Mary in the garden and the two disciples on the road to 
Emmaus did not recognise Jesus? The stories are in John 20:10-18 and Luke 
24:1-35. 

Write a poem about new life. You can use the theme of resurrection or perhaps 
the idea of new life in nature each spring. 

Find out about the Turin Shroud. 

Find out the date of Easter this year: 

Find out where Corinth is. 
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9. The impact of Jesus
 

Few people have made such an impact on the world as
 
Jesus. Here is a short collection of things said about
 
him. They may help you to begin to form some
 
opinions of your own.
 

The Apostle Peter in a sermon (Acts 2:36)
 
'Let all the house of Israel therefore know assuredly
 
that God has made him both Lord and Christ, this
 
Jesus whom you crucified.'
 

Thomas a Kempis (a German monk, c.1380-1471)
 
'When Jesus is beside us, all goes well and nothing
 
seems hard; when he has gone, everything is difficult. '
 

Thomas Carlyle (English writer, 1795-1881)
 
'IfJesus Christ were to come today, people would not
 
even crucify him. They would ask him to dinner, and
 
hear what he had to say, and make fun of it.'
 

I. S. Turgenev (Russian writer, 1818-1883) 
'I saw myself, in a dream, a youth, almost a boy, in a 
low-pitched wooden church. The slim wax candles 
gleamed, spots of red before the old pictures of the 
saints ... 

'All at once some man came up from behind and 
stood beside me. 

'I did not turn towards him; but at once I felt that 
this man was Christ. 

'Emotion, curiosity, awe, overmastered me sud
denly. I made an effort . . . and looked at my 
neighbour. 

'A face like everyone's face, a face like all men's 
faces ... 

'''What sort of Christ is this?" I thought. "Such an 
ordinary, ordinary man! It can't be." ... 

'Only then I realised that just such a face - a face like 
all men's faces - is the face of Christ.' 

G. B. Shaw (British dramatist and wit, 1856-1950) 
'We have always had a curious feeling that though we 
crucified Christ on a stick, he somehow managed to 
get hold of the right end of it, and that if we were 
better men we might try his plan.' 
'''GentleJesus, meek and mild" is a snivelling modern 
invention, with no warrant in the gospels . . . The 
picture of him as an English curate of the farcical 
comedy type, too meek to fight a policeman, and 
everybody's butt ... is too absurd for discussion.' 

H. G. Wells (English author and early science fiction 
writer; an atheist,1866-1946) 
'He was like some terrible moral huntsman digging 
mankind out of the snug burrows in which they lived 
hitherto. In the white blaze of this kingdom of his 
there was to be no property, no privilege, no pride, no 
precedence; no motive indeed and no reward but love. 
Is it any wonder that men were dazzled and blinded 
and cried out against him?' 

Mahatma Gandhi (Indian politician and religious
 
leader; born 1869; assassinated 1948; a Hindu)
 
'What, then, does Jesus mean to me? To me, he was
 
one of the greatest teachers humanity has ever had. To
 
his believers, he was God's only begotten son ... My
 
interpretation ... is that inJesus' own life is the key to
 
his nearness to God; that he expressed, as no other
 
could, the spirit and the will of God. It is in this sense
 
that I see him and recognise him as the son of God. '
 

Phillips Brooks (American bishop, 1835-1893)
 
'All the armies that ever marched, all the navies that
 
ever were built, all the parliaments that ever sat and all
 
the kings that ever reigned, put together, have not
 
affected the life of man upon this earth as powerfully
 
as has that one solitary life. '
 

John Robinson (Bishop and author of some contro

versial religious books, 1919- )
 
'Here was more than just a man: here was a window
 
into God at work. '
 

]. A. Baker (English priest and scholar, 1928- )
 
'This man had grasped the essential truth about
 
human life in a way that no other man in history has
 
ever done, completely and exactly. He saw the world
 
as the kingdom of a God who loves, a Father whom
 
each human being can address as such, intimately and
 
affectionately. '
 

We must end here. A lot more could be said about 
Jesus. John's gospel had realised that a long time ago. 
Its closing words are, 'There are also many other 
things which Jesus did; were everyone of them to be 
written, I suppose that the world itself could not 
contain the books that would be written. ' 

Answer to question on p. 1 
1. Russian 2. Italian 3. African 4. Chinese 5. English 
6. Indian. 32 


